it is particularly important for the French political leadership to maintain French independence, to develop military defense capabilities and to maintain a balance between budgetary constraints. The publication presents a European way of continuously modernizing the French army and modernizing its technical tools. France has one of the strongest and most powerful armed forces characterized by adapting naTO-based applications and procedures.
the fundamentals of defense policy
The fundamentals of France's defense policy and the use of the armed forces are defined in the national defense strategy while the country's security and defense policy are described in the strategic documents that are in the defense White Books and the military budget planning laws.
The White Book that was compiled in 2013 designates general directions for defense, strategy and security regarding the development of the French armed forces until 2025, the Law for Military Planning specified the budgetary means necessary for their implementation for the 2015-2019 period. among the main elements of the White Book there are the identification of the risks and threats that come as a result of the changes in national security environment; also the adaptations of the geo-strategic priorities to these changes. a domain that received special attention in the geo-political perspective is the increased number of crisis hubs in africa and the Middle East that especially preoccupies the French political elite but there is a special emphasis on the renewed Russian power politics along the borders of the EU.
[1]
in military strategy prevention as a basic function of strategic operations is built upon the ap-plication of traditional forces with the exertion of the capacity for regional crisis solving. The main purpose of military strategy is to prevent situations that could potentially carry indirect or direct threats, to ensure the use of armed forces and the keeping of conflicts and crisis situations at a minimal level.
Strategy reinterprets the notion of intelligence as a sum of all strategic level actions that contribute to France's capacity to autonomously recognize situations. This activity consists human or technical intelligence at a national level or in cooperation in order to gather information either about certain states or about international terrorist organizations.
This system of intelligence allows for recognizing events that are to be expected and the preparation and execution of any necessary operations.
intelligence has always been a basis for military action. it has a special importance nowadays too in the process of preparing both defensive and offensive operations, since knowing the strength and the situation of the enemy is the key of the success for any action by the armed forces.
Due to the multi-faceted character of the threats the nature of intelligence has also become more diverse encompassing non-military areas too. Therefore the French conception of national de-fense pays special attention to recognition and prevention.
Further elements of reactive capability: the ability to react immediately; gradual mobilization of pre-arranged or very mobile forces; supporting the forces; the deployment of land units, airborne forces and navy for prevention purposes and if necessary, the execution of special operations.
the main documents of defense development
in 2013 the White Book of defense and national security gave a special attention to the role of human intelligence, and the capacity to analyze and interpret a situation.
The terrorist attacks suffered by France in the last few years call for even more attention to these aspects, therefore in 2016 the number of employees working in this domain was increased by 1000.
The 2014-2019 Law for Military Planning significantly increased the intelligence services' rights to access data and it also gave more control to the Parliament. Thus these services can access evidences of central authorities, of the police, of criminal investigations and of phone networks. already in 2008 a position of national intelligence coordinator was established under the direct authority of the President of the Republic, the job of which was to coordinate the contacts between the different organizations involved in investigations and intelligence.
Sharing data from investigations is the key to the success of military operations outside the borders, which also largely depends on the intention to cooperate with the armed forces of neighboring countries.
french defense industry and modernization
The strengthening of the military industry significantly contributes to the realization of autonomous strategic capacities and it also vitalizes the economy through the use of about four thousand companies and suppliers. Defense industry projects are coordinated, announced and executed by the Chief Council for armaments that is a part of the Ministry for Defense.
according to the 2014-2019 Law for Military Planning the French defense industry can count during these six years on state funds in the amount of approximately 17 billion Euros. This kind of modernization of military techniques concerns all branches and components of the armed forces, in the same time though financial restraints, the appearance of new players on the market and the competition seriously influenced the number of commissions.
Therefore the interest of the French decision-makers turned more and more towards projects conducted in international civil cooperation. Throughout the modernization of the defense sector defense-related researches and technologies became the priority, these are concentrated on the following domains: -further development of the components of nuclear deterrence; -use of unmanned aircraft, renewal of rocket systems, a preference for a British-French cooperation framework in the field of developing the military aircraft of the future; -network solutions for modular aquatic and subaquatic military systems, innovative architectures -improvement of military vehicles and of the protection of their personnel, development of new ammunition technologies; -increasing the efficiency of cyber-defense capabilities; -possibilities to develop systems of communication, of radio-navigation and of satellite analysis; -digitalizing the geo-physical environment.
Decision makers in the domain of defense often emphasize that the military industry represents a significant percentage of the economy. in 2012 it generated an income of 15 billion Euros.
although there are about four thousand small and middle sized companies working in the military industry, the activity of this branch of industry is concentrated mainly in a few big companies. in 2013 five companies obtained two thirds of all commissions in arms acquisitions: airbus Group,
DCnS, Thales, Safran and Dassault. [3]
Funds directed towards developing defense research in 2015 were as high as 3.6 billion Euros which was 2.1% more than the amount spent in 2014. Of this, 739 million Euros were spent on applied technical research.
The financial effort was made necessary by serious military and strategic challenges. it's a social expectation to secure the operational superiority of the military against any potential enemy by developing and implementing modern weapons systems. 
Conclusion
For the French leadership maintaining the capacity to act autonomously and keeping a balance between developing military defense capacities and the budgetary constraints is of primary importance. Through the continuous modernization of its armed forces and its technical equipment France has one of the strongest and most efficient military forces in all of Europe, one that is characterized by the adaptation of naTO-based implementations and procedures. 
